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Takeda partnered with IQVIA to develop a report evaluating Canada’s Health System 
Readiness for the DRDs in the pipeline 

Report’s Objective

• To assess the DRDs expected to launch in Canada within the next 
decade and discuss the policy considerations for the Canadian 
healthcare system.

Rare Diseases in Canada

• Rare diseases impact 1 in 12 Canadians and are often life threatening

• Novel drugs for rare diseases (DRDs) are crucial for addressing 
unmet needs, with over 1,100 DRDs in development and nearly 200 
expected to launch in Canada within the next 10 years

• Canada’s healthcare system must be prepared to effectively support 
this increase in DRDs to facilitate timely access to patients
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To identify areas of need, DRDs obtained from IQVIATM Pipeline Intelligence database were 
segmented using various criteria

Identification of DRD Selection

• IQVIATM Pipeline Intelligence database was used to identify 
DRDs in the drug development pipeline.

• DRDs from Pipeline Intelligence were identified based on 
orphan drug status, or those that had an indication for a rare 
disease.

Data Segmentation Methodology

• Results were analyzed using the following stratifications:
• Phase of drug development
• Therapeutic area
• Route of administration
• Therapy type
• Rare versus ultra-rare disease status 
• Pediatric indications 
• Requirement for genetic testing
• First-in-class treatments

A Wave of Innovative Rare Disease Drugs is Coming – Is Canada’s Healthcare System Ready?



4

There are over 1,100 DRDs in the pipeline, with many requiring specialized medical 
education, storage requirements, and diagnostics

Key Findings

• There are over 1,100 DRDs currently in the pipeline. 

• Roughly 39% of all DRDs are first-in-class.

• The DRDs are distributed across a diverse set of therapeutic areas, with a substantial 
proportion targeting conditions related to the nervous system, immune system, and 
alimentary tract/metabolism.

• Approximately 25% of DRDs have indications for genetic conditions.

• Over 50% of DRDs can be used to treat pediatric conditions.

• Over 25% of DRDs in the pipeline treat an ultra-rare disease.

• Approximately 33% of DRDs are administered via intravenous infusion or specialized 
injection

• Within the pipeline, 51% of DRDs are biologics, blood products, and next-generation 
biotherapeutics, which include gene, cell, nucleotide-based, and RNA-based therapies

DRDs – Drugs for Rare Diseases
Findings are based on the number of DRDs in Phase III, registration, or pre-registration (n = 381)
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Six key recommendations were made in Takeda’s Health System Readiness Report  
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Discussion & Questions
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